
 

 

 
 

Steve & Heather’s Story 
 

Steve and Heather both went through our Recovery Program.  They now have a 
successful business together, and are soon to become a married couple with God at 
the center of it all. We are so blessed to be a part of their journeys to wholeness 
through Jesus Christ! Here are their stories. 
 
Steve 
“Hi! My name is Steven Lavelle and I praise God, that I am here to testify. I walked into 
the Panama City Rescue Mission, broken, lost and chained to addiction. I walked out truly 
knowing Jesus. Rick Briggs, Matt Mitchell, Alan Graham, Chris Marshman and many other 
great mentors and teachers involved in the Recovery Program helped me on my journey. 
I was able to learn about who I was and that I was here simply to serve God. Now, thanks 
to Jesus, my bride it be (Heather Morgan), our network of Christian brothers and sisters, 
plus some hard work and dedication, we practice continuing sobriety.  Heather has been 
clean 4 years and I have been clean 3 years. Although I did experience a hiccup, we have 
been blessed these past two years.  We have successfully established a small paint 
company, purchased 7.25 acres of land, and serve our Lord in the process. God Bless 
America and the Panama City Rescue Mission.” 
 
Heather 
“My name is Heather Morgan. I was born and raised in Panama City, Florida. My drug use 
started in my teens with experimentation. Throughout most of my life I was using one 
thing or another. After the end of my first marriage, and loss of my son, I spiraled down-
hill into much harder drugs. I was homeless, had no idea how to stop, and felt like there 
was no hope for a normal life. I went to Bethel Village scared of the long 1-year program, 
not really thinking help was possible. While I was there, the Love of Jesus that was 
offered to me allowed my soul to heal. I learned my value and, most importantly, I have a 
purpose. I am not alone. Knowing you have a God on your side changes everything. 
Without Bethel Village of the Panama City Rescue Mission I would not be here today.” 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/heather.m.cooper.3
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